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Many city centers across the country are experiencing a refreshing influx 
of new residents. Cincinnati is no different, with construction continually 
occurring at the center of the Tri-State area (Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana). 
Historic maps often show buildings on every plot of land. That’s no 
longer the current state of our neighborhoods. Historic buildings are 
redeveloped and structures rise from fresh ground, but Cincinnati’s 
gap-toothed nature begs for innovative solutions for vacant spaces to 
enhance our neighborhoods and their sense of place.

We want to know how to create a successful place from that under utilized neighborhood space...

STEP 1: Visit www.architecturecincy.org to 
register. The registration fee will help support the 
cost of implementing the Grand Prize Winner. 
Retain your registration confirmation code (see 
Submission Guidelines)

STEP 2: Choose any vacant space from one 
of the neighborhoods listed below. If you want 
to gain more information about the site, see 
the Resource Section. For full details see Site 
Consideration below.

STEP 3: What you design is up to you. No limits 
to your creativity. However, there is a $1,000 
material budget. See Selection Criteria for more 
details.

STEP 4: Email your submission to:
PlacefromSpace@gmail.com
See Submission Guidelines for more details.

*When you register and submit you receive 
free entry to the Place from Space Exhibit 
party on October 4th from 6-10PM at the 
former Church of the Assumption in Walnut 
Hills.

INTRODUCTION

HOw DO yOU paRTICIpaTe?
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Step 1: RegiSteR

Step 2: Select a Site

Step 3: DeSign YouR pRopoSal

Step 4: Submit

Place from Space is a design competition to 
turn vacant spaces into community places. The 
grand prize winner’s design will ultimately be 
built in 2014. The intention is to activate under 
utilized spaces to help energize communities 
and create a vital and vibrant place.

OVERVIEW

Supported by:



Your design proposal is only the first step. If 
selected as a finalist, you will be collaborating 
with the neighborhood group. If you are the 
Grand Prize Winner, your physical presence in 
Cincinnati would be beneficial, but not critical. To 
assist we have a $500 travel stipend.

This competition is following the examples and 
energy of Cincinnati community groups to help 
them create place. More residents are involved 
with their community and making the time to 
actively improve it, but there is still much more 
that can be done. You will be actively engaged 
with the community group in making your design 
a reality: that means a partnership in building, 
submitting for any permits, etc.

ROUND 1:
Email a two (2) page - 8.5”x11” landscape for-

mat PDF, no larger than 10MB.
Email one (1) simple text file with your name, 

registration number, email address and other 
contact information. 

  
REQUIREMENTS:
1. Label each board with your registration 
confirmation code (your paypal receipt) number 
in the bottom right hand corner. Any personal 
identification information on either of the two 
page of the PDF will be grounds for disqualifi-
cation.

2. Boards must include at a minimum, 
-an aerial image locating your site and a 
nearby intersection

-an image representing your proposal
-text describing your proposal

3. Submissions are due September 29 by 
11:59 PM. via EMAIL: PlacefromSpace@gmail.
com

ROUND 2 requirements 
1. A single PDF, no larger than 10 MB and 12 
8.5x11 landscape pages, that conveys the de-
sign and plans from implementation, including 
a proposed budget.

ROUND 1, SEPT. 3- SEPT 29, 2013: 
Registration opens, and participants submit 
proposals. Finalists will be chosen on October 
4th. Each neighborhood will select a finalist, 
and one at large finalist will be chosen by a 
community vote on October 4th at the Place 
from Space Party, 2622 Gilbert Ave. Cincinnati, 
OH 45202. 

ROUND 2, OCTOBER 5 - JANUARY 2014: 
Finalists will further develop their design for a 
particular site chosen by the neighborhood 
group. Finalists will work in collaboration with 
the neighborhood group. The at-large Finalist 
will work with the neighborhood for which the 
proposal was designed.

Your initial site selection may change if 
selected as a finalist. The neighborhood has 
the final choice of their specific site. Round 2 
submissions will be due January 31st.

IMPLEMENTATION, SPRING 2014:
The Grand-Prize Winner will be implemented in 
Spring 2014. An exact date will be established 
after permits are received and schedules are 
coordinated. It is the Grand Prize Winner’s 
responsibility to help the neighborhood group 
implement the winning design.

ReSpONSIBILITIeS

SUBmISSION GUIDeLINeSTImeLINe

SITe CONSIDeRaTION

competition ReleaSe

finaliStS SelecteD

gRanD pRiZe winneR 
SelecteD

gRanD pRiZe winneR 
built

SubmiSSion DeaDline

East Walnut Hills, OH
Walnut Hills, OH
Over-the-Rhine

Lower Price Hill. OH
East Price Hill, OH
West Price Hill, OH

In Round 1, participants can choose any 
vacant site in the neighborhoods listed below. 
Participants should consider a site’s visibility 
and the potential impact a proposal can have 
to activate a site. Proposal’s should consider 
the culture of Greater Cincinnati and the 
specific neighborhoods individually.

For detailed information on the property you 
choose visit the county auditors website under 
Resources.

LIST OF NEIGHBORHOODS
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2013

SeptembeR

2013
4th
octobeR

When you register 
and submit you 
receive free entry 
to the Place 
from Space 
Party opening 
night of Cincinnati’s 
architecture festival! 
Voting at the event 
will decide the at-
large finalist.

2014

febRuaRY

2014

SpRing



Round 1: 
Neighborhood Groups will have a chance to preview. All submissions 
will be exhibited at the Place from Space Party on October 4th 2013 in 
the former Church of the Assumption. At the event, all in attendance will 
have one vote to select a Community Choice Winner. The community 
choice winner will be selected from amongst all submissions to become 
a finalist. 

Each neighborhood group will select 1 submission to be their finalist. 

Round 2:
Finalists will have 4 months to further develop their designs on a site 
determined by the community group. A Jury of experts in architecture, 
design, and place-making will select from the finalists one grand prize 
winner, with their design to be built in 2014.

In order to be considered by for the Grand Prize Finalists must submit 
additional material including but not limited to: a detailed budget and 
assembly/fabrication/construction drawings.

ROUND 3:
If the Grand-Prize Winner cannot be present for on-site implementation, 
drawings or instructions for implementation will be critical to being 
chosen as a Grand Prize Winner.

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cityofcincinnati/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Cincinnati_
neighborhoods 

SITE INFORMATION
Go to ‘Property Search’ at the following 
locations:
For East, West, and Lower Price Hill, East 
Wlanut Hills, Walnut Hills:
http://www.hamiltoncountyauditor.org/

SeLeCTION pROCeSS

ReSOURCeS

ROUND 1, in order of importance:
-The proposal should bring value to the 
neighborhood and create a sense of place.

-The proposal should be creative and 
encourage community interaction.

-The design should consider its 
environmental impact - plan for 
deconstruction, re-use of materials, 
productive elements of the design.

-Is it feasible to implement the proposal 
with volunteer labor and a $1,000 material 
budget?

ROUND 2, in order of importance:
-The proposal should bring value to the 
neighborhood and create a sense of place.

-The proposal must be feasible to implement 
with volunteer labor and a $1,000 material 
budget.

-The proposal should be creative and 
encourage community interaction.

-The design should consider its 
environmental impact - plan for 
deconstruction, re-use of materials, 
productive elements of the design.

Materials submitted to Place from Space will not be returned.

By participating, all entrants grant the competition sponsors a non-
exclusive license to post the entries online in order for the public to 
view all competing entries. In addition, entrants grant the competition 
sponsors a license to use competition materials in any media regarding 
the competition, now or hereafter known, including but not limited 
to: publication in newspapers and magazines and exhibitions of the 
competition. Competition sponsors will not be required to pay any 
additional consideration or seek any additional approval in connection 
with such use.

Selection cRiteRia

OwNeRSHIp aND COpyRIGHT
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